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Jjoumey. There are various criteria

PARISH PROFILE Dave Rospert

Dave Rogperts background may have been in nuclear power, but his
future will include giving homilies and snging chants

Dave isone of 19 men in the Toledo Diocese wWho are sudying t become
pemanentdeacons In September; he will begin the lastyear of the five-
year program that has given him an entirely nevwappreciaton fora faith
he vas bom into.

"lvasa once-a-week Catholic. | putin my hour (atMasy and thought
thatwasgood,” said Dave. "ltsamazing howmuch I've leamed. Itssuch
a beautful faith”

The idea ofjoining the diaconate vasa gradual process Dave said. Then,
one twming pointcame about10yearsago, when hiswife, Robyn, decided
© convert from Lutheran t© Catholic and joined RCIA. She would come
home from her classes with tons of questions for her hudoand.

"I had touble ansaering a lotof them” Dave acknowledged. " | sarted
looking atmy=elf, atwhatl knewand what!| didn' t know”

Dave sared o read more, 1© become more involved in church life and
various ministies t© ask quesions about the diaconate, and t© pray for
guidance. The nudging and simng he feftwithinwasplaced inG od’ shands
he said.

"I didn'tjust stdovwn and say
that| vvantto be a deacon In
the backofmy mind, ljustfeltthis
calling,” he said. "I thought "I'll
putitin God's hands’ That stll
workstoday. | gl pray thatthisis
where God vaantsme. I'll do my
part - all the homework - and if
thisisvhere He vantsme, it sup
©HM"

The diaconate program is an
iNntense one, covering a broad
range of coursewvwork organized
by each diocese. There currenty
are 183 permmanent deacons in
the Toledo Diocese.

The first year, appropriately
named Inquiry, isto determine if
a man tuly vants to begin this

in  this phase, including
papemnork and interviews plus
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the supportofa man swife if he ismarried.

The remaining yearsare devoted 1o sudy. The Agirancy yearintoducesthe men 1o theology and
a deeperknowedge ofa deacon sministy. There are five monthly sessonsthatbegin Friday evening
and end Saturday aftemoon The three remaining yearsofCandidacy - which Dave isnovwcompleting
- involve eightmonthly sessons tha tlastanentire weekend. O nce thatiscompleted, a manisordained
a deacon He then mustcomplete 36 hours of postordination formation Dave attendsclasesat
the Pine RetteatCenterin Fremont

"l knewaftertalking © Jim Reichertthatthere vaasa lotthatwentinto the program | knew! had t©
puttme Nt it butl didn trealize itwwould be thatmuch tme.

"I've worked at powver plants my whole life, 30 this coursevork isa challenge forme,” Dave said.

"They give usenough homework to lastall month February vwasa very busy month forus We had
a sxpage paperto wite and a final exam thatended up being 30 typed pages Itwasa pretty
iNense exam”

Dave admitted he doeg ttype oo well He said he witeshispa persoutionghand and hisdaughter;
Britany, 23 typesthem forhim Robynkeepshimontackaswel, letting him study quietly in hisbasement
niche, once riling him avnake when "se caught me napping with a book over my forehead.”

The Rogoertsalso have a on, Jusin, 26 athome, and a mamed daughter, Nicole, 25 in Columbus
Allthe children and Dave himselfare St Paul High alumni

"We (asdeacons have a unigue ole, being marmried and ordained,” said Dave. "We know the
stugglesof raisng a family, of sending kidsto a Catholic school, the stuggles betineen work life and
family life. | think itsimporanttatpeople see that”

Dave and Robyn have had theirdhare of challenges

They vwere maried in 1984 while Dave vwason Chrisimas leave from the U.S Navy. His Sx-yeartour
iNnCluded fouryearson a submarine, three movesoutof Sate and an intense taining N the nuclear
powver program which he said was of the most difficutt for enlised men. Twwo of his children were
bom while he vvasatsea.

More recently, the Rogperts stuggled with Robyn' sdiabetesand hereventual need fora pancreas
tanplant They were notified several times © prepare for surgery, thata pancreaswvwas available,
only 1 have their hopes deflated because of something thathad gone wong. After thwo yearson
the waiting list Robyn received a pancreasin December 2010

"I rememberasing G od, 'Isthisevergoing t happen?’ | knowwe say itsnotourtime, butGod's
tme, butitshard.”

Asittumed out Robyn's surgery vas™ perfect” Dave said. " She is 100 percent off insulin”

INn the coming year, Dave said he looks forard 1o his fimal preparaton to become a deacon The
candidateswill be practicing howto performmmamagesand baptans tho of the sacramentsdeacons
are alloned t© perform They may also officiate atfunerals

The candidates have sared some practice on homiliesand chanting, two areas Dave said he
needs to work on

"I'm nota public oeaker 0 | stuggle a litde bit on homilies” he said, adding with a laugh, "On
chanting, | had 1© repeatmine the mostofall the 19 if thattells you anything. They clapped forme
when | vasdone. | don' tknowif they felt oy forme orwhat”

Dave will be ordained in May 2013 He hopesto miniseratSt Paul butthatisnotguaranteed snce
deacons are assgned by the bidhop. Deacons are not paid, O most men continue t© work their
regularjobs Dave isemployed by KBI, the formerDelphi plantin Sandusky.

Any man who may be thinking aboutthe diaconate program should check outthe information at
the diocese’'swebste at wwwitoledodiocese.org, and also talk © priessand otherdeacons Dave
Lggesed. Prayeralso isvital he added, snce many men may feel unworthy. There'sa saying Dave
likes forthose times "G od doegt tcall the gqualified; He qualifies those he calls”
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These six weeksof the Easerseason are filed with lots of wonderful

E from the celebrationd Congratulations to all those who received the

L SacramentofC onfimmation lastSaturday, A pril 28°. A nd thisvwweekend

” WG{, &/ ourecond graderswill be making theirFirstHoly Communion What

Pecial daysthese are forall these young people. | hope thatthey

will avays say close 1© the church and find goecial stength and help from Jesus present in the
Sacraments of our C hurch

[tissull not o late foryou t partcipate in the Parigh Survey thatwe have been conducting in our
parish atall ourweekend liturgies April 15 22 and 29" For ssveral years we have discussed the
possbility of having a parigh sunvey to find out the thinking of our people on paridh life. We vvaantto
know howwe can betier erve you and one another. There are surely a lot of wonderful things
happening in our parish atthe presenttme, butwe also knowthatwe can aaysdo betier Your
reoonse o this three part parnsh survey will help us © knowand accompligh that A lthough we
asked parishioners 1 fill out this survey the past three weekends in church during Mass itisalso
available to everyone on our webste, vwwystpaulchurch org. This survey is for everyone in our
pardh, fourteen yearsofage orolder. We realize thatmany of ourparighionersdo notcome t© Mass
ona regularbassand may nothave seen thisaurvey. So if you have notalready filled outthis survey
atMass please take a fevwminutes novwand go t© ourwebste and fill out the survey and send it
backto us We vantto hearfromyou We vwantyou to be very tuthful and honestin youreva luations
and suggestions We vantto knowwhat you think and believe about our parigh and church Your
reponseswill help usin ourplanning forthe future. We will letyou knowthe summary of the reponses
thatwe receive.

May this Easer season continue t gladden yourheartsand mindd - FrFrank

Library News

A recentdonation 1 our library is The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Wanen,
the founding pasor of Saddleback Church in California and he wites for
a very wde audience. The book offersa 40-day firtualjoumey thathelps

you discoverG ods purpose foryourlife and isconsdered a blueprint for
Chrisgan living in the 21 century. Efjoy!

LGHTHOUSECD
Lighthouse CD Review: The Dead Sea Scrolls by Dr. John Bergsma

Evervwonderaboutthe Dead Sea Scrolisand whatthey mean to usasCatholics? If o, check out
thisCD by Dr. John Bergama. He helps us see howthe Dead Sea Scrolls hed nevvlight on the
Lripturesand vwhatthey mean forourchurch He discussesthe three major sectsof Judaism who
ey where, howthey lived their faith and howw knowng them helps us o better undersand the
ripturesand the culture behind them Dr Berggma draws many fascinating parallelsand shows
us howthe scrolls support St Paul’ swiings 1o bring us o a greater undersanding of our Catholic
Faith —Jim Walker
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Lefto Right Back row- TimKing, Fr Meetournewestmembers, who came into the

Eric, Front row - Ernn Smetzer, .. .
Teresita de Jesus Bill Franklin church at the Easter Vigil this year...

NoemiVelasguez Alexa G arcia and  Bill Franklin: Bill Franklin wasbaptized and received the sacramentsof
AngelGarcia iNnftation at the Easter Vigil Bill was first intoduced t© Catholiciam
through his co-worker, good friend and then RCIA Sponsor, Briana

Misser: Briand heropen willingnessto dhare the Catholic faith brought
Bill tb a moving encounter with C hrist one quiet Monday moming at
St PaulChurch (A church he had only viewed from the outsde ashe
vatched the school children enterand leave for weekday Mass for
many years) Though alone in the Church, Bill sexperience with C hrist
moved him both iritua lly (hearing the call o Baptism) and physcally,

by meeting with FatherKehresto enterthe pre-catechumenate RCIA

process Bill and hiswife live in Normalk and he is nowthrilled © be

able t© participate fully with usatMass You will often see him atthe

7am Masson Sundays Welcome Bill

Tim King: Tm livesin Collins with hiswife, Holly and their tao children
Reagan (8) and Chase (6). Although raised and baptized as a
Predoyterian he attended St Catherine’s School in Toledo for 2 years
from 59 to 7% grade. Aftermoving to thisarea, Tm regulary attended
Mass at St Paul with his wife, a cradle-catholic, and enrolled their
children in Sunday PSR classes  Itwasduring one of these PSR classes
lascfall that he experienced a call © converson through a vistng
pries: Frr JimPfeiffer FatherPfeifferintoduced himselfto Timand directy
asked him if he vvas Catholic. This quesion goarked a conversaaton
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thathelped ansaerand work through some of the challenges Tim
had with the Catholic faith With this nevwoutlook on Catholiciam
Tim opened himsIf to leaming more about the faith with the
encouragementand supportof hisSponsor, Sara Fitzgerald. Thanks
1 these and otherwitnesses Tmanswered G od' scall to converson
and we welcomed him through the initation sacraments at the
EagerVigil. Welcome Timl

Erin Smetzer: Erinviaasbomand raised in Norna lk by herfamily vwho
had herbaptized asan infantin the MethodistC hurch Though her
faithjoumey was often challenged, she found thatby hercollege
years she had sunmounded herselfwith stong C hristan friends Through
conversaations on faith and bible studies her friends helped Erin
recognize that"G od wasknocking.” She answered Hiscall with the
pportofherfatherand hischildhood bible. She dove into scripture
and soon found faith through Hiswvword. A flerattending Masswith a
Catholic friend, Erinrealized the Catholic Churchwasthe firstC hurch
thattuly ingired her. She began to attend Massregulaty and she
quickly found that she wanted t© become Catholic. Before
acceptng the initaton sacraments atthe EaserVigil e hared
thatde vasvery excited and "0 readyl” Welcome Erinl

NoemiVelazquez,children Angeland Alexa Garcia: Rauceland Noemi
are marmed and theirchildren are Angeland Alexa. Raucel saysthat
"sometimes e underesimate the power of prayer, fora long tme |
have been praying formy family sconverson to the Catholic Church,
the faith thatl received when I wasgrowng up. A tthe Spanish couples
retreatin October 2011 they asked usto wite a petiton and throwit
on the bonfire. Forme the miracle came rightafter this when Noemi
old me dre vaanted tojoin the Catholic faith The greatermiracle will
be when we many in the church”

Raucel Noemiy sushjossonAngel yAlexa. Raucel dice que "algunas
vecesno entendemosel poderde la oracion”, pormucho tempo he
esado pidiendo porla converson de mifamilia a la Religion Catlica,
la que recibi cuando era nino. Pero no fue hasa que en el retiro de
matimonios en octubre del 2011 nospidieron que escribiéramosuna
petcion y lanzara a la fogata. Para mi el milagro vino en seguida
cuando Noemi decidio formar parte de nuesta Fe Catlica. Pero el
milagro mas grande sra cuando Nnos unamos en matimonio por la
Iglesa Cawlica.

Teresita de Jesus Bravo: Terista and her husband Roberto Martinez
have 2 chidren have been attending MassatStPaul foratleastfive
years Teresta says" | have been looking fora reconciliation with G od
and itishere thatl found it”

Teresta y u expos0 Roberto Martinez, tenen 2 hjos y han esado
atendiendo a misa en St Paul porlo menosdurante 5anos Terest@a
djo" he estado buscando una reconciliacion conDiosy esaquidonde
la he encontado.




Living Lent Reflection

The Social Concems Minisay Team
satdowvwn recently 1o reflecton the
+ Living Lentthatwe had planned
for the parish. We asked the
congregaton t do so many
different things be nice 1
people by performing Random
Acts of Kmdne% bring donated items t© Mass
and partcipate in the O ffertory procession
Lveral tmes participate in our Fair Trade Xale,
attend eye and heart opening filims and finally
o remember our brothers and sisters in our
community and around the world who are less
forunate than we are.

JWstice

Ourgoal forall these activites vas t educate
the parish on social issues of concem and t©
provide opportuniies 1 take acton in working
ovard meeting these problems

We vwanted t© actually "live Lent'. While this is
ourfirstattemptatan effortlike this we are very
pleased with the participation and thank each of
you for sepping out of your comfort zone to
partcipate in caring forothers We collected far
more paperand cleaning itemsand food than
any of us anticipated! Your generosity was
outsanding!

Rememberifyouare running outofyourfairtade
ems or vvant o purchase additonal items you
can vigtthe web dtes listed belowv It is our hope
thatyou will keep looking foropportuniiesto help
those in need in ourcommunity and in the world.
Asa team we are planning more events for the
future. Keep youreyes open

VWA 1TV, Org
vwawvequa lexchange. coop
VWAV A INte mational.org
VWMA/CIS Org

CONFIRMATION 2012!

Our Confiimation celebration
vasheld April 28" and almost65
young people and severaladults
were confimmed by Monsgnor
Mike Billian Thisyear, parentsand youth voted to
not have the taditonal Confirmation banners
Several of the candidates lent their @lents into
creating an 8ft cross commemorating the G ifts
of the Holy Spirt Thiscross can be used foryears
© come and will be a wonderful newwsymbol for
ourfuture Confimmation classed Thanksto Tommy
Traczek Adley McFaul and Lyndsey Liewellyn for
their help!

Leftto ightTommy Traczek and A shley McFaul

BeFriender Corner

BEFRIENDER

MINISTRY

A Listening Presence

new reality.

Asa BeFriender, e leam thatwe all have an"assumptve world”. Thismeansthatall of
us interpretthe events thathappen in our lives based on our experiences with nature,
with G od, with each other and with ourselves We see things differentdy. Our
iNerpretatons are not right orwong, they are justdifferent

We ty t© be open 1 the others pergective, be accepting of the difference and not
Jjudge their intempretaton. We know that when we experience other views our ovin
asumptions are affected. They can be made deeper, broadened or given a wole

PAGE 6



ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

Society of St. Vincent De Paul -

Norwalk St. Paul Conference

Semi-annual fiscal report Oct 1, 2011 to March 31, 2012

Rent - $3072310
Electric - $4, 39660
Gas- $1,025 26
Propane - $1,58268
Water - $2983840
Food - $200350
Lodging - $1,374 38
Gasoline - $27Q00
Milk & Diapers* - $4004 53
Other** - $3 44689
To@al - $51,81534
Adulsasssed - 459
Children asssed - 453

*this includes monthly milk vouchers
and diapersto Nornwa kA rea Food Bank

Numberofclientsasssted is2 699 (1,274
adultsand 1,425 children).

** O thers included Abigail Pregnancy
Center, baby cribs for Miriam House,
Senior Enrichment center, medical
transportation, Indigent funeral fund,
and the Ohio Attomey G eneral and
Secretary of State Fees Italwo includes
our conference expenses which
conssted of postage samps P.O. Box
rental and computerand office supplies
or$245.67.

We call oursehvesVincentiansin tibute t St Vincentde Paul What
Vincentans have in common isa desre to rve those who are
poorand auffering. Vincentans can provide immediate help with
food and clothing, aswellaspreventhomelessnessby helping with
rentand the threatofa utlity disconnecton We do provide some
Tangportaton asssance for medical appointments and job
N rviews

Vincentans embrace the lonely, forgoten and alienated by
providing srvicesto anyone in need. We offerhope to individuals
giving them a chance to recover from their financial problems
We referthem to otheragencies for longertemrm asssance. Family
home visits have alwvays been the fundamental actvity of
Vincentians O we can better undersand their situaton and
determine the bestway we can help.

To regpectthe wishes of those who donmate to usand support our
work e do ourbestto verify the legiimacy of our clients claims
of need before providing any asssance.

INn the irtof Chrst Who leadsour minisay, we help our neighbors
based on need withoutjudgment St Vincentde Paul commitee
wwould like t© thank our generous Parishioners for the financial

Lpportyou have given us
%/é&wzg

NEWLY REGISTERED PARISHIONERSY

Donmald & Shirley Nickoli

NMany Blessings t© you,
Vincentan members

Society of St VincentDe Paul
Nornalk St Paul Conference

T0Easy Waysto Go G reenerat
Home - Beddes Recycling

1. Plantan herb garden

2 Create a homemade
compostbin for$15

3 Line dry your laundry.

4 Collectminnater and use
tto vateryour houseplants
and garden

. Going Green

5 Use cloth napkins daily
insead of paper.

6 Switch t© shade-growwn
coffee with the "Fair Trade”
label

7. Watch "The Story of Stuff
with your kids and talk
about the impact your
household tash hason our
landfills

8 Support local resmaurants
that use food derived less
than 100 miles avnay, and
leam more about the
benefits of eating locally.

9 Payasmany billsaspossble
online.

10 Conduct a quick energy
auditof yourhome.
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St. Paul Boosters $100Daily Drawing
Winners from March

AndrewSchafer + Mamie G iallombardo
Connie Loyer + Ken&cheid
JeffWiedemann + Jesdca Beile

Joe Stein + Marcia Nickoli
JohnC. Schaffer(2) « JenniferSpringer

John Wasniak



